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In association with Compass Live Art: stimulating the growth of Live Art in Yorkshire and
the Humber present From West to North to South to East and Back
Ewa Rybska & Wladyslaw Kazmierczak
The phenomenon of “iconism” in performance art causes negative consequences for
contemporary live works. Depending on how we date and define the beginnings of
performance art, the circle of iconic figures becomes more and more reduced and closed.
Scholarly efforts to critique and document performance art concentrate on a relatively
short period of performance art, between 1968 – 1972 making this such an important
reference point that it potentially eliminates later achievements. As the next generation of
non-iconic performers we will try to address this problem through action using irony and
humour.
We will explore an iconic performance by Ulay / Abramovic, “Rest Energy” (1980),
whereby the artists publicly demonstrate their trust in each other. Abramovic holds a bow,
whilst Ulay aims the arrow in the string at her heart. We will try to find our own position as
duo performers in the context of the most famous iconic duo, Ulay & Abramovic (with a
little help of Emmanuel Kant philosophy).
Ewa Rybska & Wladyslaw Kazmierczak have performed over 150 performances in
Slovakia, Italy, Germany, Czech Republic, Belarus, Ireland, Slovenia, Mexico, Indonesia,
Canada, Korea, France, USA, Israel, Finland, Estonia, Spain, Great Britain, Sweden,
China and Poland. They currently live and work in the UK.
Jules Dorey Richmond & David Richmond
Jules and David have been working and living with each other for 25 years. They are
concerned with braiding their practice of theatre and fine art to make work, to make it work,
to understand the world they live in. They have a problem – they have not become who
they thought they would be. So who are they? Why are they here? What will they do?
Things will have to change, it can't go on like this, they will have to make a stand...they
have no choice but to become terrorists of the heart.
Jules Dorey Richmond & David Richmond have presented work nationally and
internationally and have been funded by the Scottish Arts Council and Glasgow City
Council and obtained commissions from Mayfest & CCA, as well as receiving support in
kind from the British Council.

